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man, and she was to prove that she was constant,
for she never gave him up or turned her back on
him. One of her first acts when she became Queen
was to give him a good post at Court; she made
him her Master of the Horse, and now they were
continually together.
Within five months of the Coronation, the
ambassadors were gossiping like a set of old
women. They said that the Queen was so much
in love with Dudley that her behaviour was proof
that she wished to marry him. The scandal grew,
but Elizabeth did not care what people said and
continued to have him with her incessantly.
Her old governess warned her that she was
behaving unwisely, to which Elizabeth answered
that " she did not know of anyone who could
forbid her ".
Now we come to the episode in Elizabeth's life
which reads like pure melodrama. She was to be
involved in a murder mystery. She had been the
pathetic imprisoned princess; Dudley had been
the handsome lord who befriended her when she
was poor and deserted; now she was Queen, and
they were together* But they could not marry,
for Dudley had a wife. When he was only a boy
of eighteen he had gone down to Norfolk to help
to suppress Ket's rebellion. There he had met,
and loved, and married, the beautiful daughter of a
country squire.
. Amy Robsart's portraits show her to us as a
woman far more lovely and attractive than many